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Spring Primary is Important 
 
Two of the most important races for Junction 
Ridge are the District 9 Alder and the State 
Superintendant of Public Education. Because 
these are non-partisan, the February 16 primary 
will determine who will advance to the April 6 
spring election. 

 
 

1. District 9 Alderperson 
 

Anthony Nino Amato: 
https://www.amatoformadison.com/ 
 
Nikki Conklin: https://www.nikki.vote 
  
Douglas Hyant: https://www.hyantforcouncil.com 
 
Paul Skidmore (incumbent): 
https://www.friendsofskidmore.com/ 
 
 
 

2. State Superintendant of Public Instruction 

Sheila Briggs, assistant state superintendent at 
the state Department of Public Instruction. 

Joe Fenrick, Fond du Lac high school science 
teacher.  

Troy Gunderson, Viterbo University professor and 
former superintendent of the School District of West 
Salem.      

Shandowlyon (Shawn) Hendricks-Williams, 
former director of Evers' Milwaukee office and DPI 
Education Administrative Director of Teacher 
Education, Professional Development and 
Licensing.                                            
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Revitalizing Junction Ridge 
 
Our members have come up with lots of great 
ideas to help reinvigorate the neighborhood once 
the pandemic is over. We want to start working 
now to plan for that day. 
 
We can do some of the simple projects as soon 
as the public health guidelines are lifted. Some of 
the complex projects will take many volunteers, 
as well as money—but they can be done.  
 
The good news is that the City has grants to help 
neighborhood associations beautify their 
environment or bring people together toward a 
common goal.  
 
To get City funding, we have to show that our 
members support the project and that we have 
enough volunteers to make it happen.   
  
The survey on the last page of the newsletter lists 
all the ideas members have submitted. We need 
to know which ideas you like—and which ones 
you want to be involved in.  Of course, you can 
add your own ideas for post-pandemic projects. 
 
Please send in your survey by February 6. Send 
the form to our PO Box or complete it on our 
website. 
 

The League of Women Voters’ 
Guide (https://www.vote411.org) 
has position statements and other 
important information on all the 
primary candidates.  

Save the date: JRNA forum with the two 
Alder finalists, Tuesday, March 9, 7 pm 

http://www.jrna-madison.org/
mailto:JRNAssoc@gmail.com
https://www.amatoformadison.com/
https://www.nikki.vote/
https://www.hyantforcouncil.com/
https://www.friendsofskidmore.com/
https://www.vote411.org/


 
JRNA Loves Our Front-Line Workers 

 
The pandemic has been stressful for everyone, 
perhaps especially for those workers who have 
continued to serve the people of Junction Ridge at 
some risk to themselves.  
 
It would be impossible to identify and thank 
everyone who has contributed to our welfare, but 
on Friday, February 12, board members will deliver 
heart-shaped cookies and thank you cards to our 
police station, fire station, and health care clinics.  
 
              
 Scam Email Hits JRNA 
 
Just a few days after the City warned us about 
scam emails, JRNA received one. The scammer 
used the name and email address of one of our 
members. The message had no errors in grammar, 
spelling, or punctuation. We knew it was a scam 
because none of our members would send an 
email asking for money. 
 
Be cautious if you receive a request for money, gift 
cards, or information about any of your accounts.  
 
Scam visits from “Summit Credit Union”  
 
People claiming to be from Summit have been 
making calls and knocking on doors asking for 
account information.  Do not respond to these 
people. Report them to Summit at  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This February, the Junction Ridge Little Free Library 
is celebrating Black History Month. We have placed 
several kids’ books to highlight the rich black history 
in our country. The books tell stories of African 
American icons ranging from the days of slavery to 
the modern Black Lives Matter movement. Please 
consider sharing books this month that further our 
understanding of black history. 
 
We continue to plan further development of the area 
around our little free library as well as activities for 
the whole neighborhood. Some of our ideas include 
a reading space, neighborhood walks, and summer 
story times. Help make our little free library fun for 
the whole neighborhood and send us your ideas at 
junctionridge.lfl@gmail.com. 
 
Happy reading, 
Mukta, your LFL steward 

 
 

 
 

At Benvenuto’s 
It’s Like Happy Hour 
All Day, Every Day! 

7 days a week in the bar 
from 3-6 pm 

$1 off all drinks 
 

23oz Domestic Tap Beers $3.50 
House Wine $5.00 

½ Price Appetizers up to $5 off 

 
 

Benvenuto’s Middleton 
1109 Fourier Dr. 

Adjacent to the Holiday Inn Madison West 
(608) 826-0555 

 
 

Adventures in Reading:                          
Celebrate Black History Month                          
 
Dear Neighbors, 
Happy New Year!  
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Spring Elections, cont. 
 
Deborah Kerr, former superintendent of Brown Deer 
School District.                                                                                                 

Steve Krull, principal of Milwaukee's Garland 
Elementary School and former Air Force instructor. 

Jill Underly, superintendent of Pecatonica School 
District. 
 

How to vote in the February 16 primary 
 
>Polling places open at 7 am and close at 8 pm. 
  
 > In person absentee voting for 2/16 is at the Alicia 
Ashman library weekdays, Feb 2-12, 11 am – 4:30 
p.m. and Saturdays, Feb 6 and 13, 11 am -4 pm. 
 
> Drop off for mailed absentee ballots: Ashman 
Library or Fire Station #2 on 421 Grand Canyon Dr. 
 

For more information:  
https://www.cityofmadison.com/clerk/elections-voting 
https://www.lwvdanecounty.org/madison-alder-district-9 

 
 

      

 

City and County News 

 
 
Madison Offers Winter Alerts 
 
Madison offers a variety of emailed newsletters 
and alerts about all aspects of City operations. 
These alerts give real time info on key issues: 
 Declared snow emergency 
 Snow plowing 
 Sidewalk snow removal alerts 
 Salt certification news 

 
They also have news about Madison Parks 
winter activities, cross-country skiing, and 
outdoor ice skating,  Subscribe to alerts at 
https://my.cityofmadison.com/subscriptions.cfm 
 
 
COVID Vaccinations: Phase 1A continues 
 
Many people need a vaccination and the vaccines 
have been in short supply.  Public  
Health Madison & Dane County urge the public to 
be patient. Please don’t call PHMDC or your 
provider to try to schedule an appointment. 

Please watch PHMDC’s website for general 
updates and your providers’ websites for updates 
on when vaccinations will become available. 

Health care workers were the first group to receive 
the vaccine in Phase 1A. The current group 
includes police and fire department personnel, 
correctional staff and people 65 years old.  

If there is enough vaccine available, Phase 1B will 
start on March 1. Eligible groups include:  
Preschool, Head Start, K-12 educators and 
childcare workers; higher education faculty and 
staff with direct student contact; individuals 
enrolled in Medicaid long-term care programs; and 

some public-facing essential workers (911 
operators, utility and communications workers, 
public transit workers, food supply chain 
workers).     
                                            Cont on p 4                     
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COVID Vaccines, cont. 

Even after you are vaccinated, you must 
continue safety measures until everyone is 
vaccinated: 

Don’t gather with people outside your own 
household. 

Wear a mask when in public, even in outdoor 
locations, and stay 6 feet away from others. 

Wash your hands frequently and thoroughly for at 
least 20 seconds. 

Stay home if you have symptoms and get tested. 

For more information: 
https://publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/covid-19-
vaccine 

 

Bullets Have No Names 
Gun Violence Survivor’s Week is February 1-7. 

The City of Madison partnered on a PSA that says 
“bullets have no names”: Regardless of age, race, 
ethnicity, party affiliation, religious background or 
anything else, gun violence can affect you and the 
ones you love.  

Gun violence in its many forms - including 
homicides, suicides, police shootings, and 
unintentional shootings - are experienced by 58% of 
the population. Every year 39,000 American are 
killed due to gun violence and 85,000 more are non-
fatally shot and wounded through gun fire.  
 
For more information: 
https://www.cityofmadison.com/mayor/blog/tag/gun-
violence-survivors-week 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Jason “Smitty” Smith, AVP 
   Residential Loan Officer  |  Residential Lending 

   Office: 608-259-3774  |  Cell: 608-576-7067 

 

 

   8040 Excelsior Dr.  |  Madison, WI 53717  

   Jason.Smith@AssociatedBank.com 

   NMLS ID: 762823 

 

   Apply Online:  

    https://www.associatedbank.com/jsmith 
 
   https://www.associatedbank.com/jsmith 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
Madison Called a “Climate Change Haven” 
 
Madison was featured on a recent CBS Sunday 
Morning as one of the cities in the Great Lakes 
region best suited to weather the impacts of 
climate change. 
 
Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway took the reporter 
to Tenney Park with its ice covered lagoons 
and took a bird’s eye view from the top of the 
Madison Municipal Building where one of the 
City’s solar arrays is located. The City is on 
track to produce 1 megawatt of solar power and 
be 100 percent renewable by 2030. 
 
To see the episode: 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/climate-
refugees-the-quest-for-a-haven-from-extreme-
weather-events/ 
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 New Business 

County Executive’s Message: 
                                        The New Year Brings New Investments                        Joe Parisi 
 
Since COVID-19 first emerged in our community, Dane County has been working hard to bring people 
together for response and recovery.  

The Small Business Pandemic Support Grant Program we built with Dane Buy Local was one of the first 
efforts of its kind in the country. Started with county funds, this partnership has awarded $10.8 million to 
2,700 Dane County businesses. This New Year, we added $4 million to focus on helping local 
businesses hardest hit by 2020’s fall COVID-19 surge, with grants up to $50,000. 

The faces of this pandemic are many. Families in poverty are facing great challenges. We recently added 
$8 million to our partnership with the Tenant Resource Center to help those who may otherwise face 
eviction. Our first round of grants totaled $10 million and benefited more than 10,600 households. These 
new dollars will help meet past due rent and provide housing counseling and case management to help 
families stay in their homes. 

Our groundbreaking collaborative linking farmers and growers with Dane County Food pantries will 
continue in this New Year. We recently provided Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin with 
$5 million to continue pairing locally grown produce, meats and cheeses, with area pantries. Since the 
start of Covid-19, Dane County has invested $13 million to help match our farmers with those struggling 
to put food on the table. 

Whether it be food insecurity, housing instability, or mounting business expenses, Dane County laid the 
groundwork early on in the pandemic to help our struggling neighbors. With the pandemic continuing, so 
too will our commitment to caring for this community. Covid-19 has tested us, but by bringing people 
together the Dane County way, we have forged common sense partnerships to get help quickly to those 
in need. 
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       JRNA board meeting Jan. 12, 2021 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05p by 
President, Jennifer Ondrejka, via Zoom. 
Board members in attendance: Lori Scarlett, Lynn 
Wiskowski,  Steve Biedermann and Marty Keller.  
Due to technical difficulties, Mary Belle Heindel 
was absent. 

 
Previous minutes from Sept, 2020 were approved. 
Financial report: Dues deposited of $87.05, no 
expenses this month. 
President’s Report:  2021 calendar magnets will be 
delivered in the next week to JRNA members.  
Membership flyers will also be distributed to those 
who haven’t paid dues for 2021. 
 
Old Business 
Neighborhood boundaries on NextDoor.com:  
Attic Angel/Prairie Point will merge with Junction 
Ridge. Tuscany Apts will also be in our Nextdoor 
neighborhood. 
Membership forms: Jennifer will work on the forms 
to add kids names/ages, which would be helpful for 
programming and events.  Will try to get the 
questions we ask consistent across form and 
website. 
City grants - the city has suspended all “seed 
grants” this year, using the money to help 
neighborhoods with food deserts/food insecurity.  

District 9 Alder Election: There are 4 people running 
for our alder: incumbent Paul Skidmore, Doug 
Hyant, Nikki Conklin, and Nino Amato 
Proposal to have a District 9 forum on Zoom to hear 
from each candidate and have the chance to ask 
questions. Election is April 6, so a Tuesday in March 
was suggested.  Jennifer will reach out to the 
candidates to see if there is a date that all 4 could 
participate 
 
Little Free Library: Holiday Bingo went well.  A 
bookmark and bag of candy were given to all those 
who completed their Bingo card. Landscaping and 
bench.  Jennifer will look into the  rules/regulations 
of what kind of bench we can install.  Once grants 
become available, we will apply. Storywalk - 
discussion about setting one up in the park.  A short 
children’s book would be divided onto placards and 
people could read the book while walking through 
the park.  A suggestion for signs to identify plants 
and leaves in the park was also made. 

 
Valentine’s Day project - suggestion to take a gift 
bag to front line workers in our neighborhood.  Ask 
neighbors to identify first responders that they know 
(health care workers, grocery store workers, EMTs, 
firefighters, police, etc) Since talking with our 
neighbors is still very difficult, we will purchase 
donuts or heart-shaped cookies to drop off at our 
local fire and police department, UW clinic and Dean 
clinic with a Thank You from your friends in the 
Junction Ridge Neighborhood. 
 
Newsletters - they are longer than in the past, which 
makes printing them expensive.  Currently 2 
newsletters per year are printed and hand-delivered. 
Currently printing at Office Depot, where we get a 
discount, but maybe look into other printing options? 
Consider printing just one newsletter per year and 
have membership renewals go out just once a year, 
possibly in the summer 
 
Annual Meeting - still very unlikely to have an in-
person meeting in the near future. May set up small 
“work group” zoom meetings so people interested in 
one topic could meet prior to a larger Zoom annual 
meeting and then present their discussion to 
everyone (ex. Neighborhood watch, park committee, 
Prairie committee, etc) 

 
Special meeting set for Feb 9 at 7:30p. To plan the 
Dist 9 candidate meeting and annual meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm\ 
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JRNA Board 
 
Jennifer Ondrejka                President 
Lynn Wiskowski               Vice-President 
Lori Scarlet                           Secretary 
Steve Biedermann 
Mary Belle Heindel 
Marty Keller 
 

JRNA Block Captains 
 
Augusta, Castle Pines, Oakmont:  Kathie Newman                     
Blackwolf:                             Sue Jahn 
Elderberry:                                  Need new captain 
Hawks Ridge:                                 Robyn Rannow 
Condos at Junction Ridge:       Sonja Keesey-Berg 
Prairie Point:                                       Betty Ptacek 
Samuel:                                         Jane Wendricks 
Businesses and apartments:    Steve Biedermann 

 
Block Captains are ambassadors to neighbors in 
their area. They hand-deliver JRNA newsletters and 
flyers two - three times/year. 
 



Business Member Directory 
                      Support our Business Members.  They Support our Neighborhood! 
 

Food & Beverage                           Health & Well Being 

RP Adler’s Pub & Grill                       randy@rpalders.com                                                       
8202 Watts Rd                                                                      
608-828-1250                                                

Anunson Chiropractic 
8215 Plaza Drive, Suite B                          
608-829-2250                                        www.GetBackFast.com                                                                                 

Benvenuto’s Middleton Adjacent to  Holiday Inn Madison West                                   
1109 Fourier Dr                  Gregorio De La Torre, General Manager 
608-826-0555 

Dentistry West                                          Marmar Miar, DDS 
515 Junction Road Suite 2000              www.dentistrywest.com           
608-829-0101                                                                         

Gloria’s Mexican Restaurant 
610  Junction Rd                                                    608-206-9222                                                
 

Diamond Nails & Spa           www.diamondnailsmadison.com                                                               
915 Junction Rd Suite E           608-833-4787                             
 

Mr. Brews Tap House                               Jaye Clemmons-owner 
610 Junction Road                            jayec@mrbrewstaphouse.com        
   

1st Choice Dental                                     Dr Robert Bradley 
130 Junction Rd                             www.firstchoicedental.com 

608-833-1100                                                                                                                     

Outback Steakhouse                                Stephen Higbee – Mgr 
279 Junction Road                             stephenhigbee@outbook.com                 
608-829-0505                    Order Take-Away at  www.outback.com                         
                                           

Float Factor                                 Maria Welch & Owen Gwynne 
326 Junction Road                       maria@thefloatfactor.com                                                   
608-279-1009                                     

Pick N Save                                             Terry Rock, Manager                       
261 Junction Road  

Solar Energy Tan                           evan@solarenergytan.com                     
482 Commerce Dr                                                  833-8380                                                 
 

 Steve’s Liquor & Spirits                  Karen Eigenberger, Manager 
122 Junction Rd                                608-829-2020       

Residential and Real Estate 

Yola’s Café & Coffee Shop                                     
494 Commerce Drive                                         lratze@charter.net               
608-827-5800                                                 www.yolascafe.com                                                                                                               

Attic Angel Place                                   www.atticangel.org 
640 Junction Road                    
608-662-8900                                              

Financial and Insurance Deco Luxury Apartments       Amy Bodden, Property Manager 
 518 Junction Rd                                www.Decomadison.com 
 608-831-3326                                      
  

American Family Insurance                     Mike Kittoe Agency                                         
334 Junction Road                                       mkittoe@amfam.com               
608-827-9788                                                  www.amfam.com           

Associated Bank                                                 Jason S Smith                                      

8040 Excelsior Dr                      Jason.smith@associatedbank.com   
608-259-3774                                  

First Weber Realtors                                     Lena Oberwetter 

608-444-9009                                Oberwetter@firstweber.com                                                                 
       

Edward Jones                            Ryan Jacob – Financial Advisor 
478 Commerce Dr #202                  ryan.jacob@edwardjones.com 
608-833-4855                                             

The Tuscany Apartments on Pleasant View    Jadyn Gullick 
310 Samuel Drive                            Tuscany@galinacos.com 
  608-841-1881                                                    
 

Johnson Bank                           Greg A. Dombrowski, President                                          
525 Junction Rd                                       www.johnsonbank.com 
608-240-1888                                                   

Other 

Old National Bank             Tylor Paucek – Retail Center Manager 
 333 S Westfield Rd                Taylor.paucek@oldnationalbank.com                                                                                  
 

Cat Care Clinic, Ltd.                            608-833-9750                                                                
322 Junction Road                         www.catcareclinic.ne 

 
State Bank of Cross Plains                                       Kelli Acker 
455 S Junction Rd                       Kelli.Acker@crossplainsbank.com                         
 608-826-3506                                    www.crossplainsbank.com                         

   

Grooming Tails Pet Salon                      Kerri Jacobson 
310 Junction Road                    Groomingtailspetsalon@aol.com  
608-841-1470                                           

State Farm Insurance                            Dawn Goplin Agency 
515 Junction Road  
609-662-9900                                            www.dawngoplin.com                                                                                             

The Gialamas Co Inc                             www.gialamas.com                    
8040 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200                    608-836-8000                                                                                                                                       
cathy@gialamas.com 

UW Credit Union                                         Sara Marko, Manager 
278 Junction Road                                               www.uwcu.org 
608-232-5000                                                            
                                          

Madison Gas & Electric                                www.MGE.com    
 
 

 

 Wisconsin Bank & Trust                                  Bridgette Hughes 
8240 Mineral Point Road                             aeggers@thewcb.com                                          
608-203-1225                                                 www.thewcb.com  
                                                          

Wild Birds Unlimited                                    Bob & Jan Ross    
8402 Old Sauk Road                           www.wbumadison.com 
608-664-1414         
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Revitalizing Junction Ridge Survey, 2021 

 

                 Your responses will guide JRNA priorities in the post-pandemic era.           
 
 JRNA members have suggested these projects/activities to improve our neighborhood.  
            We’ll  focus on those ideas that have the most support and enough volunteers to make 
            them happen.  There may be funding available for some of the more complex projects, so  
            dream big!  Return  by Feb 6 to PO Box 45433, Madison, 53744 or complete the survey on 
            our website, jrna-madison.org. 
 
 1.  Mark all the ideas you like in column 1.  
 2.  Mark all the projects you would work on in col. 2 
  3.  Rank your top three choices of projects (on the next page). 
 4.  Suggest other ideas you want us to pursue (Optional) 
 5.  Sign the survey (so we can contact you about volunteering) 
 

Project   11. 
    Like 

2. 
Vol 

Project 1. 
Like 

2. 
Vol 

 
Making JR Park an Oasis 

Beautifying the park and creating 
opportunities to gather and learn: 
 
Perennial gardens, trees, patio, 
benches, interpretive signage- , 
educational programs 
 

   
Dog Park 

 

  

 

Petting Zoo 

 

  

 

Community Gardens 

 

  

Welcome progam for new 
residents 

  

Good Neighbor Project 

Building a safer, more  cohesive 
community:  
 
 Neighborhood watch, workshops on 
traffic & pedestrian safety; City 
programs and resources:preventing 
crime, fires, falls, poisoning, and 
suicide;  

   

Pickle Ball Court 
  

 

Prairie: Signage & benches 
  

 

Exercise classes/groups: 
Walking, chair yoga, tai chi. .  

  

 

Kite flying days 
  

 

Food carts 

 

  

 

Park Shelter: for meetings, 
social gatherings, game nights 

   

International festival to 
share our foods & culture 

  

 

Children’s programs: 
Learn about plants, animals 
Story time 

 

Add activities to picnic 
  

Add activities to July 4   

 

Social groups: Wine & cheese; 
Garden club; Games (board games, 
cards, bingo)  

   

Movie nights in the park 
  

 

Pet Days in the park 

 

 



 
 

Survey, continued 
 
My priority projects:     Other ideas JRNA should consider: 

1. 
 

 

2.  
 

 

3.  
 

 

 
 
 
NAME (Optional)   _____________________________________________ 


